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Praying for Israel Through
Understanding the Mo’edim
of God

A. Introduction

1.

Mo ed (plural: mo ‘edim) means "the appointed time of God”. It commemorates a
special time that God has set to have a visitation with His people.

. This word is often translated inaccurately as ‘festival’ or ‘feast’. Although the term

‘feast’ helps us to understand what must be done during the mo’ed, there is another
word for feast. That word is chag.

The Hebrew word Tyin, ‘mo’ed' is translated 'appointed time, place, or meeting’
(Strong’'s 4150)

. The first mention of mo’ed in the Bible is in Genesis 1:14: “Then God said, “Let there

be lights in the firmament of the heavens to divide the day from the night; and let them
be for signs and seasons [mo’ed], and for days and years.”

This gives us some insight into the purpose of the mo’edim.
a. ltis a specific time that God has preordained, and it can be ascertained as seen in
the seasons of the earth (Gen 1:14).

b. It is for the time of fulfilment of God’s promises and covenant (Gen 17:21, 18:14,
21:2; Ex 9:5; Deut 16:6).

c. ltis for us to keep the ordinance of God in accordance with His time (Ex 13:10,
23:15, 43:18; Lev 23:37; Num 9:2-3, 28:2, 29:39; 1 Chr 21:31).

d. There is a fixed timing of God, yet we cannot predict what God will do.

e. ltis for the meeting of God and men (for example, the tabernacle of meeting (Ex
27:21, 28:43, 29:4,10,11,30,32)).

f. It is for the remembrance of what God has done, but it also serves as a
foreshadowing of what God will do (Deut 16:6).

B. Importance of the Mo’edim

1.

2.

Mo’edim are appointed times for men to meet with God.

The fact that they are God-initiated reveals God’s desire for men to meet and fellowship
with Him. His desire is for men to encounter Him through the mo’edim.
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3. The mo’edim for the Israelites are sacred days spent remembering and celebrating

what YHWH had done for them. In marking their calendars with such appointed times,
God wants them to remember that they are His holy people, a chosen nation (Deut
8:11-18). No other nation in the world has such detailed and meaningful observances
laid out for them.

Mo’ed is more than just a cultural identity. Its observance ultimately points to Yeshua
in His First and Second Coming. YHWH’s command to the Jewish people to do so is
not legalism, but is His grace shown to them through purposeful typology.

Over the ages, the meaning and adherence to the mo’edim has been diluted to become
a national holiday at best, or the burden of legalism at worst. It is crucial for the Jewish
people to understand each prescribed mo’ed and its intended significance. This is
essential for their redemption. The mo’edim would also enable them to step into the
fullness of their destiny as a nation.

Consider this: many of us think of mo’edim as Jewish feasts. The Lord actually does
not call them Jewish feasts, but He calls them the mo’edim of YHWH. It behooves us,
therefore, to seriously consider whether the mo’edim are meant to be kept by all
believers in Yeshua, including the Gentile Church.

C. Overview of the Mo’edim

1.

God has set 8 major mo’edim set for Israel. These can be split into 3 groups — the
weekly mo’ed, the Spring Feasts, and the Fall Feasts.

The weekly mo’ed is known as the Sabbath (Shabbat).

The Spring Feasts consist of the Passover (Pesach), the Feast of Unleavened Bread

(Chag HaMatzaot), the Feast of First Fruits (Yom HaBikkurim) and Pentecost

(Shavuot).

a. These feasts have already been fulfilled at the First Coming of Yeshua. This leaves
the fullness of Shavuot, which is yet to come. It will be fully fulfilled just before
Yeshua’'s Second Coming.

b. These feasts serve to point the Jewish people to Yeshua and His First Coming.
When we as believers observe them, we are looking back in remembrance of and
in gratitude for what Yeshua has done for us.

The Fall Feasts consist of the Day of Trumpets (Yom Teru’ah), the Day of Repentance

(Yom Kippur) and the Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkot).

a. These feasts pointto Yeshua as the Returning King who will establish His Kingdom
here on earth. In 1 Corinthians 15:51-52 and 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17, it speaks
about the blast of the trumpet, the raising up of the dead in Yeshua, and the rapture
of those who are alive and in Yeshua.

We will delve deeper into the significance of each mo’ed and draw out what God wants
to reveal to Israel through each mo’ed. This will help us as the Gentile Church to pray
for Israel with understanding and with a knowledge of God’s heart
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D. Shabbat — Sabbath, Day of Rest (Lev 23:3)
1. Significance of the Shabbat for the Jewish people:
a. Shabbat is observed by the Jewish people on the seventh day of the week
(Saturday) as a day of rest.

God Himself instituted the seventh day as a day of rest at the time of creation.
This predates YHWH’s setting apart of the Jewish people (Gen 2:1-3).

He subsequently gave Shabbat as part of the national constitution of Israel (Ex
20:8-11).

The observance of Shabbat is a deliberate decision by God’s people to rest in
YHWH through an active cessation of work. They are to rest from the kind of
work that is needed for economical and material security.

b. Itis atime for the people to refocus on YHWH and not be carried away by the cares
of life (Ex 16:25). It is also a time for recounting the mighty acts of YHWH and
reiterating His promises within families.

2. What does God want to reveal to the Jewish people through Shabbat?
a. Though Shabbat was instituted by God since the beginning of creation, it is a
commandment to the nation of Israel alone, to be observed as a sign between them
and YHWH.

The importance of the Shabbat was underscored with the judgment of death
should it be neglected (Ex 35:2).

During their time in the wilderness, the Israelites neither sowed nor worked for
their daily provisions. Yet it was YHWH who provided manna and quail daily for
six days, and enough on the sixth day that will last through Shabbat. In this
way, it is only when the Jewish people return to this dependence and trust in
YHWH that they will prosper and find true rest.

b. The gifts and calling of YHWH (for Israel) are irrevocable (Rom 11:29). As the
faithfulness of YHWH is recounted during Shabbat, it serves to stir up gratitude
and hope for His promises to come to pass.

c. The Israelites were to observe Shabbat to honour YHWH (Ex 16:25).

YHWH created the seventh day for Shabbat, and He created Shabbat for men
(Mk 2:27).

When Yeshua walked on the earth during His First Coming, He rightly stated
that He is the Lord of the Shabbat (Matt 12:8; Mk 2:28; Lk 6:5). The Jewish
people are meant to honour the One who created Shabbat — that is, Yeshual!

3. Prayers for the Jewish people
a. Pray for the Jewish people to have revelation of Yeshua as the Lord of Shabbat,
the One who was with the Father from the beginning.
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b. Pray that the Jewish people will return to the original intent of God in finding rest in

Him through Yeshua, rather than being burdened by legalities.

E. Pesach — Passover (Lev 23:4-5)
1. Significance of Pesach for the Jewish people:
a. Pesach is observed on the 14th and 15th day of Nisan. The core theme of Pesach

is redemption.

b. Pesach was first instituted by God in Exodus 12, when He redeemed Israel out of

slavery and bondage in Egypt.

In Exodus 12, each household of the Israelites was instructed to sacrifice an
unblemished lamb and strike its blood on their doorposts. By doing so, YHWH
would pass over their homes and not allow the angel of death to strike their
household (Ex 12:23).

Pesach is therefore a time of remembrance of God’s mighty deliverance of the
nation of Israel in Exodus 12, and His faithfulness to the promises He made to
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. It is a reminder that they are a people chosen by Him,
and that the foundation of their identity was established through God’s act of
redemption.

2. What does God want to reveal to the Jewish people through Pesach?

a.

C.

Beyond a time of remembrance, Pesach prophetically points to the First Coming
of Yeshua. He came as the ultimate Passover Lamb, bearing the stripes of God’s
wrath and dying on the Cross in our place.

Just as the lamb’s blood on the doorpost delivered the Jewish people from the
angel of death during Pesach, the blood of Yeshua shed on the Cross delivers us
from eternal death and separation from God.

A central observance of this feast is the Pesach Seder. During the Seder, four cups
of wine are drunk, each representing one of the four promises that God made to
Israel in Exodus 6:6—7.

i. More than a remembrance, these cups prophetically reveal God’s heart, His
nature, and His redemptive plan — ultimately fulfilled through Yeshua.

ii. First Cup: The Cup of Sanctification
“I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians” (Ex 6:6)

® The first cup brings to remembrance how God brought Israel out of slavery
and bondage in Egypt. It also symbolises God'’s call for His people to come
out of the world, and to be set apart for Him.

® Just as the Angel of YHWH led Israel out of Egypt, so Israel has to come
out of spiritual darkness through Yeshua.
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Second Cup: The Cup of Deliverance

“I will rescue you from their bondage” (Ex 6:6)

® The second cup helps God’s people recall His power to deliver Israel out of

the bondage and oppression of the Egyptians.

More than the forgiveness of our sins, it is also the power of deliverance
unto freedom — the power to break the hold and chains of sin over our lives,
unto true freedom in Him.

Third Cup: The Cup of Redemption

“I will redeem you with an outstretched arm” (Ex 6:6)

The third cup brings to remembrance how God redeemed Israel out of Egypt
with His mighty hand.

During the Last Supper, it is this third cup that Yeshua lifted when He said,

“This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is shed for you” (Lk
22:20).

Redemption means that a price has been paid to buy something — or
someone — back. The blood of Yeshua is the price for our redemption. He
paid the price as the Passover Lamb (1 Cor 5:7). On the Cross, He
redeemed us from sin and death.

Fourth Cup: The Cup of Praise

“I will take you as My people” (Ex 6:7)

® The fourth cup points forward to the full restoration of the relationship

between God and His people.

® ltrepresents completion, joy, and eternal fellowship with God — the fullness

of which is seen during the Millennial Kingdom.

® It points to the future glory of the Kingdom of God, when all of mankind will

be fully restored and united with Him forever.

3. How to pray for the Jewish people?

a.

Pray that the Jewish people will see Yeshua as the perfect sacrificial Lamb whose
blood will cover over their sins.

Pray that the Jewish people will see Yeshua as their promised Messiah who will
return again to bring the fullness of redemption and restoration.
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F. Chag HaMatzot — Feast of Unleavened Bread (Lev 23:6-8)

1.

Significance of Chag HaMatzot for the Jewish people.
a. First instituted in Exodus 13:3—-10, the Feast of Unleavened Bread begins on the

15" day of Nisan and lasts for 7 days, ending on the 22" day of Nisan

During this feast, the Jewish people are instructed to remove all leaven (yeast)
from their homes the night before Passover, and to eat only unleavened bread
during this feast.

In Scripture, leaven symbolises sin, pride, and corruption (1 Cor 5:7-8).
Hence, the feast also points the Jewish people to their call to be a people set apart

for God — to live in purity, set apart from the defilement of the world, and to walk
in holiness according to the ways of God.

2. What does God want to reveal to the Jewish people through Chag HaMatzot?

a. More than just a memorial of their physical deliverance from Egypt, God’s ultimate

goal and desire is for ‘Egypt’ — which symbolises worldly defilement — to be
delivered out of the hearts of the Jewish people.

. At His First Coming, Yeshua, the Bread of Life, fulfiled the symbolism of the

unleavened bread — One without sin, pure, and untouched by corruption. And
Yeshua invites us to eat of His flesh and drink of His blood (Jn 6:53-54). This is a
call for us to live in purity and to be partakers of His divine nature.

At the Cross, Yeshua bore our sins, which were cast unto Him, an act that mirrors
the casting out of leaven during this feast. Just as the leaven is removed from every
household, so too was our sin removed through His perfect, unblemished sacrifice
(Rom 6:5-6).

i. The matzah that the Jewish people eat during Chag HaMatzot is made with
criss-cross marks to represent the scars on His body that He bore for our sins.

ii. Asthe Jewish people celebrate Chag HaMatzot, we should pray that their eyes
may be opened to see Yeshua as the sinless One, the true Unleavened Bread
who was without blemish and bore our sins on the Cross (1 Pet 1:19, 2:24).
Only Yeshua can remove all sins and transgressions make the reconciliation
with God possible (1 Jn 1:7).

Chag HaMatzot reminds us that salvation is more than being saved from
something, it is also being saved for something — unto walking in holiness and
purity, daily communion, and intimacy with the One who is the true, living Bread of
Life.

3. How to pray for the Jewish people?

a. Pray that the eyes of the Jewish people will be opened to see Yeshua as the sinless

One — the true Unleavened Bread who was without blemish and who bore our
sins on the Cross.

www.OneThingMinistries.net



Praying for Israel Through Understanding the Mo’edim of God 7

G. Yom HaBikkurim — Feast of First Fruits (Lev 23:9-14)
1. Significance of Yom HaBikkurim for the Jewish people:

a.

Yom HaBikkurim is celebrated on the 16" and 17" day of Nisan. During this feast,
Israel was commanded to bring the first sheaf (omer) of the barley crop to the
priest, who would wave it before the Lord as a symbol of thanksgiving and
dedication.

i. This was not yet the full harvest, but rather the first and best portion — offered
in faith, trust, and in anticipation of the abundant harvest to come. It signifies
that YHWH is the source of all provision.

ii. This is more than an agricultural ritual. It is an important covenant principle.
The giving of the first fruits is an expression of our understanding that
everything comes from God and ultimately belongs to Him.

Yom Habikkurim also points to Israel being a people set apart and belonging to
God.

i. In Jeremiah 2:3, God speaks of Israel as His own first fruits. Just as the first
sheaf was holy and set apart, so was Israel chosen and claimed by God as His
special possession.

ii. This feast is therefore a reminder to Israel of her identity — they are a people
set apart, belonging to YHWH from the very beginning.

2. What does God want to reveal to the Jewish people through Yom HaBikkurim?

a.

Beyond reminding Israel of her identity, the feast has a deeper prophetic meaning,
pointing to something far greater and ultimately fulfilled in Yeshua’s resurrection
during His First Coming.

When Yeshua rose on the exact day of Yom HaBikkurim, He fulfilled the feast in a
deeper way. He is the first fruits of resurrection from the dead (1 Cor 15:20).

Just as the first fruits of the harvest foreshadowed the full and greater harvest that
was to come, Yeshua’s resurrection signalled the coming resurrection of all who
believe in Him. It is a guarantee of every believer having victory over death! We
will be raised, glorified, and given eternal life.

3. How to pray for the Jewish people?

a.

Pray for the Jewish people to have revelation of Yeshua as the first fruit of
resurrection from the dead, and who alone has the power to overcome death.

H. Shavuot — Pentecost (Lev 23:15-22)
1. Significance of Shavuot for the Jewish people:

a.

Shavuot is celebrated on the 6™ and 7" day of Sivan. It commemorates the day
that God gave the Torah to Israel at Mount Sinai (Ex 19).

It was on Shavout that God revealed His laws and commandments to Israel,
establishing them as His covenant people.
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c. The giving of the Torah was more than a legal code. It is God’s invitation for Israel
to walk in a covenantal relationship with Him, calling her into deep intimacy at the
place of knowing Him. It is also a calling to be a holy nation, set apart for Him and
walking in His righteous ways (Ex 19:5-6).

2. What does God want to reveal to the Jewish people through Shavuot?
a. A partial fulfilment of Shavuot took place in Acts 2, when God poured out the Holy
Spirit upon the early Jewish believers gathered in the Upper Room. This was also
a fulfilment of Yeshua’'s promise in John 14:16-17, which He gave before His
crucifixion.

b. Just as God gave the Law at Mount Sinai and birthed Israel as His covenant
people, in like manner He gave the Holy Spirit in Acts 2 to a people under the New
Covenant, marking the birth of the Early Church.

i. God wants the Jewish people to walk not only in His commandments, but with
the indwelling Holy Spirit — the One who empowers, teaches, and guides into
all truth (Jn 16:13).

ii. Itwas nolonger the Law written on tablets of stone, but upon the hearts of His
people (Jer 31:33; Ezek 36:26-27).

iii. This has always been God’s desire: an inward transformation and intimate
communion with Him.

c. But the final and full fulfilment of Shavuot is still to come — the Great Outpouring
of the Holy Spirit, as prophesied in Joel 2:28-32.

i. This will precede Yeshua's Second Coming and will be poured out on all
believers of Yeshua. This would result in the manifestation of the works of the
Holy Spirit: prophecies, dreams, visions, signs and wonders.

i. These will be for the strengthening of believers during a time of intense
persecution. This will provoke the Jewish people to jealousy, leading them to
recognise Yeshua as their promised Messiah and unto the salvation of the
nation of Israel.

3. How to pray for the Jewish people?
a. Pray for the outpouring of the Spirit of conviction upon the Jewish people once
again, leading to the harvest of souls.

b. Pray for the Acts 2 outpouring of fire once again amongst the Messianic Jewish
believers, that will strengthen them for the coming increase in persecution.

. Yom Teru’ah — Day of Trumpets (Lev 23:23-25; Num 29:1-6)
1. Significance of Yom Teru’ah for the Jewish people:
a. Yom Teru’ah falls on the 1st day of Tishri. It is a day for the Jewish people to blow
the trumpets (Num 29:1).
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b. Forthe Jewish people, the blowing of the trumpet during Yom Teru’ah serves as a
memorial to:

i. The announcing of the presence of YHWH on Mount Sinai (Ex 19:9)
ii. A warning to awaken to prepare (for an impending battle)

ii. A shout of joy

iv. A call to repentance

c. It also marks the start of 10 days of self-examination and repentance before God,
leading up to Yom Kippur. The Jewish people believe that during this time, the
Book of Life is opened, and they must repent of their sins and do good deeds so
that their names will not be struck off from the Book of Life before the final verdict
is decided on Yom Kippur.

d. Itis important to understand that Yom Teru'ah is NOT the New Year for the Jewish
people. In fact, in Exodus 12:2, God had commanded that the month of Nisan is
the start of their new year. This is important to note as God wanted them to be set
apart from the nations around them.

2. What does God want to reveal to the Jewish people through Yom Teru’ah?
a. Yeshua will return at the sound of the last trumpet (1 Thes 4:16-18). His Second
Coming will be for the final judgment. The sound of the trumpet blasts serves as a
warning and a wake-up call for them to repent and return to YHWH.

b. When understood together with the other mo’edim, it will lead the Jewish people to
the revelation that the only way to return to YHWH is through Yeshua, who is “the
way, the truth, and the life”, and of whom it is written: “No one comes to the Father
except through Me” (Jn 14:6).

c. The return of Yeshua will be a time of joy for those who are in Him, especially for
the Jewish people, who will be in the midst of unprecedented persecutions in the
End Times. His return will signal the end of their persecution and the start of His
Kingdom’s rule from Jerusalem.

3. How to pray for the Jewish people?
a. Pray for God’s trumpet to sound forth and awaken the Jewish people to see that
Yeshua is the only Way to YHWH, and that righteousness is found not in their own
works, but in Christ alone.

J. Yom Kippur — Day of Atonement (Lev 23:26-28)
1. Significance of Yom Kippur for the Jewish people:
a. Yom Kippur is the holiest day of the Jewish year, observed on the 10th of Tishri. It
was the day when atonement was made for the whole nation (Lev 16). On this day,
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the high priest would enter the Holy of Holies to make atonement on behalf of the
people (Lev 16:34). This only occurred once a year.

Two goats were used in the offerings of Yom Kippur. The scapegoat would bear
the sins of Israel and be released to an uninhabited land (Lev 16:21-22). The other
goat, the goat of the sin offering, would be killed and its blood sprinkled as
atonement for the sins of the nation of Israel. The only way for the Jewish people
to receive forgiveness of their sins was by the sacrifice of blood.

Yom Kippur is a solemn time of prayer, fasting, and intercession for Israel. The
Jewish people observe a 25-hour fast leading up to Yom Kippur, signifying the
nation afflicting itself in repentance for sin (Lev 16:29).

2. What does God want to reveal to reveal to the Jewish people through Yom Kippur?

a.

b.

The roles of the high priest, the goat of the sin offering, and the scapegoat were all
fulfilled in Yeshua during His First Coming. He offered His own blood as the
propitiation for the sins of the people and, as the scapegoat, He carried their sins
upon Himself (Rom 3:25; 2 Cor 5:21; Heb 2:7).

At His First Coming, Yeshua died on the Cross for the sins of mankind. His Second
Coming will be the Day of Atonement for the iniquity of the nation of Israel (Dan
9:24).

In Daniel 9:24, God prepared 6 glorious promises for the nation of Israel to enter
into her destiny.

i. All these promises are accomplished as a result of Yeshua’s atoning work on
the Cross, but they will only be fully appropriated at His Second Coming — the
ultimate Day of Atonement — when the transgressions of Israel will be brought
to an end and God'’s plan for the nation fully restored.

ii. On that Day, the eyes of the Jewish people will be opened to see Yeshua as
their Messiah and Deliverer, and the entire nation will repent and call upon His
name (Zech 13:8; Matt 23:39).

iii. The 6 promises are:

® “To finish the transgression” — lsrael’s national rebellion against God will

come to an end.

“To make an end of sins” — God will make an end of sins, and every person
in Israel will walk in holiness and righteousness.

“To make reconciliation for iniquity” — God will make atonement for all
iniquity, and the iniquity of Israel will be atoned for.
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d.

® “To bring in everlasting righteousness” — Jesus will bring in everlasting
righteousness

® “To seal up vision and prophecy” — God will seal up all visions and
prophecies.

® “To anoint the Most Holy” — lIsrael will anoint Yeshua as their Messiah

and as their King.

The Book of Life is also a key focus during Yom Kippur. Yeshua is the Judge (2
Tim 4:1), and the only way for a person’s name to be written in the Book of Life is
to confess with their lips and believe in their hearts that Yeshua is the Messiah
(Rom 10:9). He alone has atoned for all their sins and is the righteousness of
YHWH revealed to man.

3. How to pray for the Jewish people?

a.

Pray that the Jewish people will encounter Yeshua as the High Priest who has
atoned for their sins once and for all.

Pray for the Jewish people to see Yeshua as the perfect goat without blemish
whose blood is worthy to be the ultimate propitiation for their sins.

K. Sukkot — Time of Booths/Tabernacles (Lev 23:33-43)
1. Significance of Sukkot for the Jewish people:

a.

The Jewish people celebrate Sukkot by dwelling in tents for 7 days, starting on the
15" day of Tishri, to recall that YHWH made them dwell in tents when He brought
them out of Egypt.

On the first day and the eighth day, a holy convocation is observed, during which
they remember YHWH'’s grace — how He supernaturally provided for their daily
needs, and even kept their clothes and sandals from wearing out during the 40
years of wandering (Deut 29:5).

During Sukkot, they recite the Hallel Psalms (Ps 113-118) and wave the 4 plant
species (Lev 23:40) to acknowledge YHWH'’s presence everywhere and proclaim
His kingship. It is also a time to rejoice and thank YHWH for the bountiful harvest.

There is also the great ceremony of pouring out the drink offering, signifying the
abundance of rain God has given for the latter harvest.

2. What does God want to reveal to the Jewish people through Sukkot?

a.

Israel is to love and trust God’s leadership. They were not chosen to be YHWH'’s
people because of their material wealth, military might, or conquered land — in
fact, they had none of these when YHWH brought them out of Egypt. It was YHWH
who gave them these blessings.
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b. The Triune God longs to tabernacle with them. The Angel of YHWH who brought
the Jewish people into the promised land is the same Yeshua who will tabernacle
with them on earth during the Millennial Kingdom. After the completion of the
Millennium, the earth will be cleansed by fire. There will be a new heaven and a
new earth, and the Father Himself will descend and tabernacle with man on earth
forever!

c. The harvest of souls comes through the rain of the Holy Spirit. Yeshua poured out
His blood as a drink offering at the Cross so all who come to Him can receive the
Holy Spirit.

3. How to pray for the Jewish people?

a. Pray that the eyes of the Jewish people will be opened to see that Yeshua is the
Angel of YHWH who was with them throughout the 40 years of wandering and
watched over them (Zech 1:7-17).

b. Pray that the Jewish people will see Yeshua as their Messiah, so that they will turn
to Him in repentance and cry out to Him to come and dwell with them.

L. Conclusion

1.

The Jewish people have great zeal but not according to knowledge (Rom 10:2—4).
Many have turned away from observing the mo’edim of YHWH. We should pray that
they return to YHWH and His ways.

Some Jewish people are still observing the feasts, but as a form of legalism. We should
pray that they will come face to face with Yeshua in the midst of each of these
appointed times. Just as Yeshua taught them the heart of the 10 Commandments on
the Sermon on the Mount, we should pray that Yeshua will teach them the heart of the
mo’edim, so that their eyes and hearts may be enlightened unto calling upon His name
and be saved.
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