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“The great day of His wrath has come,
and who is able to stand?”
(Rev. 6:17)

The final verse of Revelation 6 describes the
cry of the kings and the inhabitants of the
earth at the release of the sixth seal (Rev.
6:17). Having seen the intensity of what
happened during the first six seals, the
apostle John himself must have been deeply
troubled by this question. The Lord, out of His
kindness, paused the chronological unveiling
of the End-Time storyline so as to take time to
answer the burning questions on John’s heart.



Revelation 7 is a parenthetical section in
the Book of Revelation. The parenthetical
sections are interpretative sections of the
book that seek to answer the questions
that surface through the chronological
sections of the seal, trumpet and bowl
judgments. In general, they serve to answer
two key questions:

“Why are the judgments so severe?”
“What will happen to the Church?”



In the case of Revelation 7, it is
primarily addressing the second
gquestion. God is telling John
that the Church will be
protected if believers acquire
the seal of God on their
forehead (Rev. 7:3). They will be
protected from the End-Time
judgments of God as well as the
spiritual darkness and the
demonic forces at the End of
the Age.

Revelation 7 can be divided into
2 parts:

Verse 1 to 8 tells us that the key
to becoming ready for the End-
Time storms is through
acquiring the seal of God.

Verse 9 to 17 shows us a picture
of the victorious saints and the
rewards of the overcoming
Church.



Revelation 7 is about the
preparation of the End-Time
Church. God, in His kindness, is
giving the Church ample time
to prepare ourselves to be
ready before He releases the
End-Time judgments. That s
why the angels were told not to
release the four winds until the
full number of the servants of
God were sealed.

The key to becoming ready is to
acquire the seal of God. The
Bible does not say that all
believers will have the seal of
God. Hence, it will not come
automatically to us; neither does
it come instantaneously. We
have to intentionally acquire it
and there is a process of
preparation required.




The seal of God speaks of the
mercy, grace and goodness of God.

It's both protection from the judgments of God,
and protection of our hearts from the intense
spiritual darkness and the demonic forces that
will be present in the final 3 % years of human
history. There |s\also gracg\from God to guard
our hearts frq\ms\\ffencejb\ zﬂ God and to
protect our hearts from he -] nal storms

of fear, despalr and being- troubled?
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Revelation ‘Z tells us that the dev\l will be cast
down to the eérufh r, the final 3% years of human
history (Rev. 12 9 2;14). Sprrrtueﬂ darkness will
be at its max and t hoIe earth will be subjected
to demonic mfluenc*\ is yvhy many people did
not repent of their &of murder, immorality,
sorcery and theft; e¥en. at the end of the sixth

trumpet, because their hearts had become so
hardened and darkened (Rev. 9:21)!




That is why we will need the seal of God to
protect our hearts!

Having the seal of God will be so critical. It
is the grace and empowerment from God for
us to stand in the darkest hour of human
history and to burn and shine for Him.

However, the seal of God does not protect us
from persecution by the Antichrist or even
martyrdom. We have to be very clear about this
(Dan. 7:21,25; Rev. 6:9-11)!

There are three places in the Scriptures that
give us more understanding of the seal of God:
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arry the spirit of prayer and will cry

out for thlngs that are on God’s heart.

In Ezekiel 9:4-7, the people who
carrled the spirit of prayer actually
' on their
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_ ,.\;1’:;[14'; 29:12,37; 1 Kings
1:50; 2:28-32). -
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The 144,000 in Revelation 14:1 had
the name of the Father written on their
foreheads. This is the seal of intimacy
of knowing God.
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The seal oféd on our forehead is
also a mark of our allegiance to God
and of His ownership over us.

Allegiance and loyalty come from the
place of cultivating a deep and intimate
relationship with Jesus. Cultivation of
relationship takes time. Hence a
process of preparation of acquiring the
seal is required!




Why does the Bible use the number 144,000
when referring to the ones who are sealed
(Rev. 7:4), who are also the victorious
saints in Revelation 14:1?

144,000 is equivalent to 12 x 12 x 10 x 10 X
10. The first 12 represent Israel and the
other 12 represent the Gentile Church. The
number 10 speaks of completeness and the
number 3 (3 sets of 10) represents the
number of God. Put together, 144,000
simply means God’s sovereign
preordained and complete number of
Jewish and Gentile believers who will be
prepared and sealed by God.




Revelation 7:9-17 gives us a
picture of the victorious End-
Time saints and the rewards
given to the overcoming
Church.

The purpose of this section is to
give us hope and certainty of our
victory. It is not talking about the
rapture of the saints before the
great tribulation, because firstly,
this is not a chronological
section, and secondly, the great
multitude of people standing
before the throne are the ones
who have gone through the great
tribulation and have overcome
(Rev. 7:14).
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If we diligently prepare ourselves now by
acquiring the seal of intimacy and fiery love,
and cultivating the spirit of prayer, Jesus will
protect us, keep us and present us faultless
before the presence of His glory with
exceeding joy at the day of His return!




.ﬁ. IHOP - ONE THING MINISTRIES

www.onethingministries.net




