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THE SEVENTH SEALTHE SEVENTH SEAL
( R E V E L A T I O N  8 : 1 - 6 )( R E V E L A T I O N  8 : 1 - 6 )

THE RELEASE OF TRUMPET JUDGMENTS 



The seventh seal is probably the most intense,
powerful, significant and dramatic of all the seals.
Contained within it are the seven trumpets. Though
the seventh seal is the one which concludes all the
seal judgments, the judgment of God is yet to be
completed. It is actually moving on to a higher level
of intensity! That is why the final three trumpets are
termed the three woes!

Take note that the seventh seal is not the same
event as the sounding of the seven trumpets. At
the opening of the seventh seal, the seven
trumpets are given to the seven angels and the
angels are being prepared and positioned to sound
them. When and whether the angels can actually
sound the trumpets is dependent on whether the
global prayer movement reaches its maturity. 
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The first stage happens
in Revelation 5:8 where
the prayers of the saints
on earth fill up the bowls
of incense in heaven to
full. When that happens,
Jesus will take the scroll
and begin to open the
seals.
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Hence, the seventh seal is
about the global prayer
movement at the End of the
Age reaching its fullness of
maturity, power and authority.
There are three stages in the
maturing of the End-Time
prayer movement:

The second stage happens at the
fifth seal when the global prayer
movement is empowered and
strengthened by the complete
number of End-Time martyrs
praying in heaven. This will lead to
the opening of the sixth seal with
the greatest outpouring of the
Spirit as well as the literal opening
up of the heavens with the
revelation of God’s glory unto the
whole earth. This will be a time of
unprecedented shakings as well as
the greatest harvest of souls.
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The third stage is where the prayer movement
becomes fully mature as a result of heavenly
incense being added to the prayer of the
saints. This happens at the seventh seal (Rev.
8:1-6).

What is this heavenly incense? It is both the
intercession of Jesus (Rom. 8:34; Heb. 7:25)
as well as the working of the Holy Spirit in
and through the prayer movement (Rom. 8:26-
27; Rev. 22:17). You see, the prayers of the
saints are weak and imperfect because of
human weakness. It has to be enhanced and
made perfect by the intercession of Jesus
and the Holy Spirit.

Jesus is always interceding for us at the right
hand of God. His prayers release the anointing
which will ultimately make the prayers of the
saints perfect and fully pleasing to the Father.

The Holy Spirit is teaching the End-Time Church
how to pray. He will pray with and through the
End-Time Church, and He will pour out the
Spirit of grace and supplication upon the End-
Time prayer movement so that it can reach its
fullness (Zech. 12:10). 
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There are five main activities at the
opening of the seventh seal. All these
activities involve angels. The five
activities are:
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T H E R E  W A S  S I L E N C E  I N
H E A V E N  F O R  H A L F  A N  H O U R

(Rev. 8:1)

Heaven is rarely silent. There is music and
singing, worship, intercession and
proclamations going on continually before
the throne of God, as well as voices, noises
and thunderings. Revelation 8:1 is the only
recorded instance where there is silence in
heaven for half an hour. 

The silence is both glorious and dreadful. It
is glorious because the angels were
overwhelmed with the knowledge that human
history is about to shift — Jesus is about to
return and establish His kingdom here on
earth.
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Why dreadful? There is a terrifying silence
because there is awful anticipation of the
release of the impending judgment of God.
Habakkuk 2:20 tells us that when God is in
His temple and is about to judge, “ let all the
earth keep silence before Him.” Similarly,
Zephaniah 1:7 and Zechariah 2:13 also tell
us that there is silence when there is
impending judgment.

Why the silence?

Because God wants to give us a picture of
the severity that is about to come.
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T H E  S E V E N  A N G E L S  W E R E
G I V E N  S E V E N  T R U M P E T S  

(Rev. 8:2)

At the opening of the seventh seal, the
seven angels were given seven trumpets and
they were preparing themselves to sound.

Joshua 6 is a powerful foreshadow of this
where the seven priests bore the seven
trumpets before the ark of the Lord. The final
blowing of the seven trumpets on the
seventh day resulted in the fall and
destruction of the city of Jericho. Similarly,
at the sounding of the seventh trumpet, the
kingdoms of this world will become the
kingdoms of our Lord and His Christ (Rev.
11:15)!
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T H E  E I G H T H  A N G E L  I S  G I V E N  
H E A V E N L Y  I N C E N S E  T O  S T R E N G T H E N
T H E  G L O B A L  P R A Y E R  M O V E M E N T  A T
T H E  E N D  O F  T H E  A G E   
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(Rev. 8:3-4)

F I R E  I S  B E I N G  C A S T  D O W N
O N T O  T H E  E A R T H   
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(Rev. 8:5)

T H E R E  W E R E  C O S M I C  D I S T U R B A N C E S
A N D  E A R T H Q U A K E S  
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(Rev. 8:5)
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Revelation 8:1-5 has to be studied together with
Leviticus 6:12-13 and Leviticus 16:12-13.

The prayers of the saints will ascend from the
earth to heaven and be collected on the altar of
incense. Leviticus 6:12-13 is a picture of the
prayers of the saints being offered up continually
from the altars on the earth. The eighth angel
collects the prayers of the saints in the censer.
The prayers are represented by the coals of fire
in Leviticus 16:12-13. The angel then adds
heavenly incense to the coals of fire. The
heavenly incense is the intercession of Jesus and
the Holy Spirit. 



The mixing of the heavenly incense with the
coals of fire will create a cloud of glory
which ascends to the Father as a pleasing
aroma. This will move the heart of the Father to
release the fire of judgment upon the earth.

The fire will be accompanied by noises (greater
measure and activities of the Holy Spirit),
thunderings (the End-Time prophetic voices of
God), lightnings (cosmic disturbances) and an
earthquake.
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It is exciting and yet
extremely sober to know that
we will be the ones who
participate in the greatest
release of judgment by fire.
It cannot be done out of
anger or for our own glory.
We have to have the right
heart, right spirit and right
attitude. 

Let’s work on our hearts and
our character now, so that
we can be ready as the Bride,
fully mature, fully in love,
fully understanding and
partnering with our Beloved
Bridegroom in that glorious
Day of the Lord! 
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